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PHD TO…STARTUP? 

Why do a startup? 

 

Change the world. 

Have an impact. 

Be your own boss. 

… 

 

Don’t do it (only) to earn a lot of money. 
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PHD TO…STARTUP? 

You don’t need a specific education for being an entrepreneur. 

 

Everybody can be an entrepreneur. 

 

Even with a PhD. 

Especially with a PhD. 
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PHD TO…STARTUP? 

Don’t underestimate the value of your PhD experience: 

 

Tenacity 

Hard work 

Innovation spirit 

Master the complexity 

Not afraid of the unknown 

Not afraid of bleeding edge technology 
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PHD TO…STARTUP? 

You’ll also have to go beyond the PhD spirit: 

 

You’ll have to open to other disciplines 

« Done is better than perfect » 

It’s a business! => Publish make money or perish 
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PHD TO…STARTUP? 

Some startups founded by doctors: 
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PHD TO…STARTUP? 

« But I have no idea! » 
 

You can: 
 

1) Team up with someone who has one. 

2) find one: talk with people, read tech media, explore the internet. 

Focus on the problems people have. 

3) By thinking in terms of business models, you will naturally find millions 

of ideas…as you watch the world around you.  

 

Give your idea a chance: survey, interviews, tests. 

=> Your idea will evolve. 
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RESOURCES: BRAIN FOOD 
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Tech blogs Podcasts 



PHD TO…STARTUP? 

« But I don’t have all the skills! » 

 

One skill you’re passionate at, is good enough. 

 

Team up with people who have complementary skills. 

 

Learn by doing. 
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RESOURCES: CONNECT WITH PEOPLE 
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Associations 

Conferences, afterworks, jobfairs, 

startup weekends, … 

Curator 

References all the upcoming 

startup-related events in a city 

Facebook groups 



PHD TO…STARTUP? 

« But I don’t know what to do then! » 

 « I risk losing a lot of money and time! » 

 

Learn from others. 

Try, fail (quick), learn, improve. 
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Customer 

validation 

Technical 

validation 
OK? OK? Idea 

Pivot 

Go! 
yes 

no 

yes 

no 



RESOURCES: CULTURE 
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Youtube channel: 

Startupfood (by TheFamily) 

MOOC: “Effectuation : 

l'entrepreneuriat pour tous” 
Books 



RESOURCES: CULTURE 
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Challenges: 

Newsletters: Peips, Start in 

Saclay 

Training 37 days: 

Genesislab 
Books 



PHD TO…STARTUP? 

Questions? 
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Contact: mathieu.cattenoz@gmail.com 



RESOURCES: EVENTS 
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